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SWITZERLAND REPORT

By Beat Estermann & Sandra Fauconnier

On 15-16 September 2017, the third edition of the Swiss Open Cultural Data Hackathon
(http://make.opendata.ch/wiki/event:2017-09) took place in Lausanne. The event,
which has already become tradition – "almost like a family gathering", as one of the
participants remarked – took place for the first time in the French speaking part of
Switzerland and attracted about 90 participants. As in the previous years, it has been a
national event with an international flavour thanks to the participation of international
guests.

While Wikidata had been present in the previous years, both through projects (e.g. the
Wikidata Ancestor Tool (http://make.opendata.ch/wiki/project:ancestors) that was
created during the 2015 edition) and Workshops (last year, Wikimedia Sweden's
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Sandra Fauconnier presenting during the Wikidata Gathering on
Thursday afternoon

Hackathon participants at work

Connected Open Heritage
Project (https://meta.wiki
media.org/wiki/Connected
_Open_Heritage) was
presented), the Wikidata
presence was brought to a
whole new level this year.

The programme started off
with a Wikidata Gathering
that took place during the
Thursday afternoon
preceding the hackathon
and attracted about 20
participants – mostly
GLAM staff and students. They received a thorough introduction to Wikidata by Sandra
Fauconnier, followed by an outline of the current status of heritage data in Wikidata by
Beat Estermann, inspired by the insights from an earlier discussion during Wikimania
2017 (https://wikimania2017.wikimedia.org/wiki/Submissions/Wikidata_%2B_heritag
e_data:_Where_do_we_stand%3F_What%27s_next%3F). The gathering was rounded
off by a brainstorming session during which participants shared their project ideas in
connection with Wikidata.

In the course of the
hackathon, some 11
projects (http://make.open
data.ch/wiki/event:2017-0
9#hackathon_projects)
were pursued by the
different groups. Roughly
half of them were related to
Wikidata in some way or
the other. Here some
examples:

Starting from a collection of League of Nations Photographs and a challenge proposed
by the United Nations Library, a group of students from Lyon took it upon themselves to
develop a face recognition tool that can be run on photograph collections and annotates
pictures with the information about the people depicted on them, linking them to their

Hackathon Projects

Collaborative Face
Recognition and Picture Annotation for Archives
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Julia and Birk using the Quick Statements Tool for the data ingest

Wikidata entry (see: project description page (http://make.opendata.ch/wiki/project:lea
gue_of_nations_pictures_annotation); video of the final presentation (https://vimeo.co
m/234497354)).

Representatives of the
Swiss Archives for the
Performing Arts and the
Fachinformationsdienst
Darstellende Kunst in
Frankfurt
(www.performing-arts.eu
(http://www.performing-a
rts.eu/)), along with other
hackathon participants,
tackled the question of how
best to ingest data about
theatrical productions into
Wikidata. The test dataset
was provided by the Zurich
Municipal Archives and covers one of the most exciting periods of Swiss Theatre History
with the Schauspielhaus Zürich (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schauspielhaus_Z%C3%
BCrich) being the largest free stage in the German-speaking world during the Nazi
period. In fact, many important actors and directors immigrated to Switzerland from
Germany and Austria. With the help of these artists, the theater achieved great success,
staging many anti-fascist works, importantly the world-premieres of several plays by
Bertolt Brecht. After the war, the theater retained its important place in the theatre
world, as it saw world premieres of important playwrights such as Max Frisch, Friedrich
Dürrenmatt, Carl Zuckmayer, Georges Schehadé, Botho Strauß, or Yasmina Reza (see:
project description page (http://make.opendata.ch/wiki/project:schauspielhauswikidat
a); video of the project presentation (https://vimeo.com/234637505); documentation
on Wikidata (https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Performing_arts/
Data_sources/CH)).

Many recurring question during the hackathon were about the way ontology is expressed
in Wikidata. This inspired Lucas Werkmeister to build a helpful tool on the spot: the
Wikidata Ontology Explorer (https://lucaswerkmeister.github.io/wikidata-ontology-exp
lorer/) (video of the project presentation (https://vimeo.com/234667719)). Lucas also
gave a one-hour Wikidata and SPARQL introduction during the hackathon.

Ingesting Schauspielhaus Zürich Performances in Wikidata

Wikidata Ontology Explorer
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Lucas, during the project presentation session, writing the last lines
of code of his Wikidata Ontology Explorer

With a certain regularity,
the annual hackathon
brings to the fore new
collections and datasets
that are potentially
valuable to the Wikimedia
community. As in the
previous years, we counted
about ten new photo
collections that are worthy
of uploading to Wikimedia Commons. In some cases, the institutions are taking care of
this themselves, in others we still need to provide them with some guidance on how to go
about it (as in the example described below). In preparation to the Wikdiata workshop,
we have also carried out a census of datasets that would be good candidates for the
ingestion into Wikidata. Among the approx. 110 open datasets (http://make.opendata.c
h/wiki/data:glam_ch) about 15 are fit for ingestion. Some of them contain data about
people (actors, dancers, writers, photographers, painters, politicians, etc.), others about
historical monuments, heritage institutions, theatrical productions, or the world's
animal and plant species. – There is an overwhelming influx of new data and content,
which reminds us every year of the fact that getting the data is not enough, that we need
to build communities around it, curate it and put it to some use!

One interesting set of images was imported to Wikimedia Commons during the
hackathon: photos of historical medical instruments and other medical heritage (http
s://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Institut_universitaire_d%27histoire_de_la
_m%C3%A9decine_et_de_la_sant%C3%A9_publique) from the collections of
Lausanne's Institut universitaire d'histoire de la médecine et de la santé publique. It was
the institution's first contribution to Wikimedia Commons.

Plenty of Data and
Content Waiting for a
Community to Take
Care of Them!

Medical History Collection
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SHARE:  EMAIL (MAILTO:?SUBJECT=I%27M+READING+THE+SWITZERLAND+REPORT+IN+%27THIS
+MONTH+IN+GLAM%27&BODY=I%27M+READING+%22SWITZERLAND+REPORT%22+IN+THIS+MON
TH+IN+GLAM.+CHECK+IT+OUT+AT+HTTP%3A%2F%2FOUTREACH.WIKIMEDIA.ORG%2FWIKI%2FGL
AM%2FNEWSLETTER%2FSEPTEMBER+2017%2FCONTENTS%2FSWITZERLAND+REPORT%250A%2F%
2FOUTREACH.WIKIMEDIA.ORG%2FWIKI%2FGLAM%2FNEWSLETTER%2FSEPTEMBER_2017%2FCON
TENTS%2FSWITZERLAND_REPORT) · TWITTER (HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/SHARE?VIA=THISMONTHI
NGLAM&URL=//OUTREACH.WIKIMEDIA.ORG/WIKI/GLAM/NEWSLETTER/SEPTEMBER_2017/CONT
ENTS/SWITZERLAND_REPORT&TEXT=READING+THE+SWITZERLAND+REPORT+IN+%23THISMONT
HINGLAM.&RELATED=GLAMWIKI,WIKIMEDIA) · IDENTICA (HTTP://IDENTI.CA/INDEX.PHP?ACTION
=NEWNOTICE&STATUS_TEXTAREA=READING+THE+SWITZERLAND+REPORT+IN+%40THISMONTH
INGLAM%3A+%2F%2FOUTREACH.WIKIMEDIA.ORG%2FWIKI%2FGLAM%2FNEWSLETTER%2FSEPTE
MBER_2017%2FCONTENTS%2FSWITZERLAND_REPORT) · FACEBOOK (HTTPS://FACEBOOK.COM/SH
ARER.PHP?U=READING+THE+SWITZERLAND+REPORT+IN+THIS+MONTH+IN+GLAM%3AHTTP%3
A%2F%2FOUTREACH.WIKIMEDIA.ORG%2FWIKI%2FGLAM%2FNEWSLETTER%2FSEPTEMBER_2017%
2FCONTENTS%2FSWITZERLAND_REPORT) · REDDIT (HTTPS://REDDIT.COM/SUBMIT?URL=%2F%2F
OUTREACH.WIKIMEDIA.ORG%2FWIKI%2FGLAM%2FNEWSLETTER%2FSEPTEMBER_2017%2FCONTE
NTS%2FSWITZERLAND_REPORT&TITLE=READING+THE+SWITZERLAND+REPORT+IN+THIS+MONT
H+IN+GLAM) · DIGG (HTTP://DIGG.COM/SUBMIT?URL=%2F%2FOUTREACH.WIKIMEDIA.ORG%2FWI
KI%2FGLAM%2FNEWSLETTER%2FSEPTEMBER_2017%2FCONTENTS%2FSWITZERLAND_REPORT&TI
TLE=READING+THE+SWITZERLAND+REPORT+IN+THIS+MONTH+IN+GLAM)

CHECK BACK FOR A NEW EDITION NEXT MONTH.
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