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Open Data in Germany: same demands,little progress
Dénes Jäger | 24.05.2024Open Data Forum 2024



Translated coalition agreement of SPD/Bündnis90DieGrünen/FDPhttps://italia.fes.de/fileadmin/user_upload/German_Coalition_Treaty_2021-2025.pdf, Page17.

A clear commitment in the coalition agreement to opendata

“ We are introducing a legal right to open dataand improving the data expertise of publicbodies.“

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/gesetzesvorhaben/koalitionsvertrag-2021-1990800,
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/gesetzesvorhaben/koalitionsvertrag-2021-1990800,
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/gesetzesvorhaben/koalitionsvertrag-2021-1990800,
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/gesetzesvorhaben/koalitionsvertrag-2021-1990800,


Three years in, what's the reality?
• No draft for a Federal Transparency Law or right to open data
• Tender for a planned “Data Institute” to enhance cross-sector

cooperation this Tuesday; draft for Federal Act on Mobility Data
published a few weeks ago

• Data strategy / data labs in federal ministries – what’s the impact?
• Push for standardization led by FITKO – cooperation between the

federal government and the states



Federal differencesin Open Data



“Well, it’s Groundhog day ... AGAIN...”

https://media.giphy.com/media/3o7WIQ4FARJdpmUni8/giphy-downsized-large.gif



The same demands for 10 years I
• Lack of enforcement of existing laws – §12a EGovG / PSI Directive and

abolition of legal obstacles in the Copyright Act – §5 UrhG.
• Pragmatism after a decade of „Stillstand“ – but: open by default and

linked open data published directly from administrative procedures must
remain the goal

• Focus on where the data resides: subordinate agencies and lower levels
of government



The same demands for 10 years II
• Shifting the focus: What are the benefits of open data for public

authorities?
• Proactive steps to address license confusion and privacy concerns
• Sustainable investment in IT infrastructure and data literacy

enhancement



Thank you.
Dénes Jäger – project coordinator policy and open dataOpen Knowledge Foundation Germany e.V.Denes.Jaeger@okfn.dewww.okfn.de
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Overview

•Why do we like Open Data?

•Open Data in the EU. Why should the Swiss open data community care?

•Where does Switzerland stand internationally?

•What can Switzerland learn from/with the EU?



Why do we like Open 
Data?



CLIMATE ECONOMIC SOCIAL GOVERNMENTAL

Adapted from: Publications Office of the European Union, (2024). The use case observatory : a 3-year monitoring of open data reuse cases to understand the economic, 
governmental, social and environmental impact of open data. Volume II, Publications Office of the European Union. https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2830/073480 

OPEN DATA IMPACT

Jobs West Flanders (BE) Statsregnskapet.noIntegreat (DE)Digital Dryads (RO/EU)



(open) data value cycle: from data 
publication generation to impact

Adapted from: van Ooijen, C., B. Ubaldi and B. Welby (2019), "A data-driven public sector: Enabling the strategic use of data for productive, inclusive and trustworthy 
governance", OECD Working Papers on Public Governance, No. 33, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/09ab162c-en.

Public and private 
data re-users

Public orgs as data 
providers

Public orgs as data 
managers

IMPACT



Why should the Swiss 
open data community 
care about the EU?



POLICY INSPIRATION RESOURCES COLLABORATION

> data.europa.eu 
community: EC + 
peers + partners
> Implementing 
Regulation High-
value datasets 
(2023)

> Open data for 
cross-border 
policies
> Data spaces 
development

> Open software 
and standards 
(e.g. Simpl)
> Courses open 
data literacy
> Methodologies
> Data (!)

> EU Open Data 
Directive (2019) – 
EMBAV (2024)
> European 
Strategy for Data 
(2020) - Digital 
Switzerland 
Strategy (2023) 



Where does Switzerland 
stand internationally?



EU Open Data Maturity Index 2023

Overall

OECD OURdata Index 2023

Overall

https://data.europa.eu/sites/default/files/country-
factsheet_switzerland_2023.pdf

OECD (2023), "2023 OECD Open, Useful and Re-usable data (OURdata) Index: Results and key findings", 
OECD Public Governance Policy Papers, No. 43, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/a37f51c3-en.Sources:



https://data.europa.eu/sites/default/files/country-
factsheet_switzerland_2023.pdf

OECD (2023), "2023 OECD Open, Useful and Re-usable data (OURdata) Index: Results and key findings", 
OECD Public Governance Policy Papers, No. 43, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/a37f51c3-en.

Sources:

EU Open Data Maturity Index 2023

Impact dimension Switzerland

OECD OURdata Index 2023

Support to reuse pillar



What can Switzerland 
learn from/with the EU?



Looking ahead together
§Adopt a holistic approach to open data focused on data reuse and impact:
§ Prioritise the publication of data sets that 1) have a high potential impact (cf high-value datasets) 2) are 

in high demand;
§ Adapt data accessibility (e.g. metadata, APIs, update freq.) to the needs of data reusers;
§ Ensure proper outreach and support to potential data reusers, on and off the portal;
§ Measure the impact of open data efforts and adjust policies as necessary.

§Collaborate on the development of Common European Data Spaces to ensure interoperability 
on laws, governance, technical and semantic standards (cf European Strategy for Data 2020)

§Continue the work towards expanding open by default + high-value datasets to all levels of 
government in Switzerland (cf EU Open Data Directive 2019/1024 and Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/138)

THANK YOU!
cvano.com

linkedin.com/in/cwvanooijen
@charlottevano



Suggested additional sources
vdata.europa.eu Academy https://data.europa.eu/en/academy 

vOECD (2023), "2023 OECD Open, Useful and Re-usable data (OURdata) Index: Results and key 
findings", OECD Public Governance Policy Papers, No. 43, OECD Publishing, Paris, 
https://doi.org/10.1787/a37f51c3-en.

vEuropean Commission (2023), 2023 Open Data Maturity Report, Luxembourg: Publications 
Office of the European Union, https://data.europa.eu/sites/default/files/odm2023_report.pdf

vPublications Office of the European Union (2024), “When open data meets data spaces. A 
closer look at the concept of data spaces and the role of open data ”, Data stories, 
https://data.europa.eu/en/publications/datastories/when-open-data-meets-data-spaces 



Source: Publications Office of the European Union, (2022). High-value datasets – an overview through visualisation. 
https://data.europa.eu/en/publications/datastories/high-value-datasets-overview-through-visualisation 
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Thank you all, 
any questions? 


